“I speak for the
trees, for the trees
have no tongues.”
–Dr. Seuss’s, the
Lorax
At its Annual
Meeting this
past November,
the membership
of the Harvard
Conservation
Trust voted
unanimously
in favor of a small wording change to
the by-laws that will allow the Trust
to take a position on mission-related
public issues. Laws governing charitable
501c(3) organizations have evolved
over the 40+ years since the Trust’s
founding. This by-law change reflects
current Massachusetts law as well as the
Standards & Practices of the national
Land Trust Alliance (LTA), which states,
“land trusts may wish to seek support for
appropriations or other funding for land
acquisition at the local, state or federal
level; seek sound tax policies for land
conservation; and become involved in a
host of positive open space initiatives.” In
order to clearly guide the Trust on how
and when it might take a position on a
public issue, the Board of Trustees also
ratified an “advocacy policy” that provides a
process for raising an issue and framework
for determining if the issue warrants the
Trust’s involvement. The policy’s preamble
states, “It is the policy of the Harvard
Conservation Trust (HCT) not to engage in
political campaigns or endorse candidates
for public office [emphasis added]. HCT

The Trust would
like to thank
Associate Trustee
Britt Argow for her
eye-catching design
of the logo for our
annual Run-ForThe-Hills event
scheduled to held in September. We think it
is awesome and hope you agree!
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may take a position with respect to
proposed legislation – at the federal,
state or town level – advocating land use
policy and/or endorsing public funding
of conservation provided that it could
affect HCT’s mission, and that it complies
with federal and state lobbying laws
and reporting requirements.” State and
federal law prohibits charitable 501(c)3
organizations from endorsing and/or
supporting political candidates or parties.
Any advocacy the Trust might engage in,
or positions it might take, must be issuebased. To help determine what warrants
involvement, the new policy outlines a
series of key questions, which include:
Does the issue in question directly relate
to HCT’s mission and its conservation
efforts? Does HCT have the necessary
resources and expertise to participate?
Would involvement with the issue further
or negatively impact HCT’s long-range
interests and credibility? How important
is the issue in light of other priorities?
These, and other questions, create a
framework for discussing and deciding
when to engage and what position to take
on any given issue.

Explore the trails!
Call us or send an email message if
you're looking for:
Trail Guides		
$10
(also at the General Store & Town Hall)
HCT baseball caps
$20
We’re at:
102 Prospect Hill Road
(Fruitland’s Museum)
978-456-9292org

Land protection efforts, such as Horse
Meadows Knoll, are a wonderful reminder of what makes community land trusts
irreplaceable. Many non-profit, environmental groups organize political rallies,
generate scientific reports, or pursue
legal actions. Land trusts, however, are
unique in that they engage in the direct
and effective practice of acquiring and
keeping land for wildlife and public
good. This simple yet powerful approach
originated in Massachusetts and has
a long history in the Nashoba region.
Historically, the number of acres a trust
protected was the primary measure of
its work. More recently, conservationists
have come to understand that the value
of land protection is greater than the
sum of its indiscriminately amassed acreage. Conservation value is greatest when
land is protected strategically. Where
conserving 20 acres of mature forest
pocked with vernal pools and linking
two existing blocks of protected land, is
far more impactful than acquiring 100
acres of second-growth forest surrounded
by a residential subdivision. Protecting
land for the benefit of people and wildlife is also about much more than keeping the landscape unchanged. In fact, it
is about anticipating change and working
to shape a healthy, sustainable future for
all those that call a given community
home. It is about ensuring clean air and
water, natural biodiversity, and an outdoor culture that are key to good health
for people, ecosystems, and local economies. Keep land for the good of all wildlife and people – a simple approach with
a lasting impact.
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Would you Like to Become a Member? Need to Renew?
Yes, I want to preserve the unique character of the town of Harvard by joining the Harvard Conservation Trust.
Membership is on a calendar-year basis and is tax deductible. Make check payable to "Harvard Conservation Trust" and send to PO Box 31,
Harvard, MA 01451, or save a stamp and renew or join online at www.HarvardConservationTrust.org.
___ $25 Individual

___ $50 Family

___ $100 Friend

___$250 Associate

___$500 Sustaining

Other ______

Associate Trustees:
Abbe Alpert, Michael Ames, Britt Argow, Tim
Arnold, Rebecca Cheney, Joyce Grant, Maureen
Hopper, Peter Jackson, Bill Kemeza, Ted
MacMahon, Mary Maxwell, Mark Mikitarian,
Margaret Nestler, David Neville, Brian Noble,
Julie Nocka, Jessie Panek, Susan Tarrant,
Michael Thornton
Trustees Emeriti: Francis Coolidge

Name ___________________________________________________________ Telephone________________________________________

Honorary Trustee/Harvard Conservation Trust
Librarian: Audrey Ball

Address ___________________________________________________________ Email _________________________________________

This is a publication of the Harvard
Conservation Trust.

If your employer will match your contribution, please enclose the application form.

Contributors to this issue:
Marc Sevigny, David Outman, Michele Girard,
Peter Dorward, Tom Cotton, and Maureen
Hopper | Design: Karen Polcaro

____

YES! I would like my donation matched 1:1 from the Muller Conservation Collaborative Fund!

The following committees of the Trust invite your participation. Please check any that interest you.
Conservation

Stewardship

_____

event planning

_____

lands

_____

trail maintenance

_____

membership

Administration

_____

land monitoring

_____

publicity

_____

finance

Outreach and Education

_____

website

_____

fundraising

_____

walks & talks

_____

photography

_____

archives

_____

tree-for-all

_____

graphic design/posters

_____

newsletter & writing

_____

printing/mailing

_____

education

Membership is open to all. To join the Trust, send
your tax-deductible check for dues with the
remittance at the back page of this Legacy Review.
Alternatively, renew or join online.

Take the Trail Challenge
Anyone interested in taking the trail
challenge should visit the Trust’s website at HarvardConservationTrust.org for
details.

Horse Meadows Knoll—HCT's New Conservation Area

Travel to the end of the dirt road,
head north over the rocky pine
knoll, descend through beech
stand, and there you will find
a place of solitude and natural
wonder. One might expect such
directions to a remote location in
Maine or Vermont, not place in
cycling distance to Boston. Yet this
is indeed the way to HCT’s newest
conservation area – Horse Meadows
Knoll. On April 19th, HCT took
ownership of the property on
Sherry Road with ambitious plans
over the next eighteen months
to remove the abandoned house,
reclaim and restore the demolition
site to a relatively natural state,
and create a new 45-acre public
conservation area.

Photo: David Outman

Over the past year and half, this Horse Meadows Reservoir
critical land protection effort experienced
after over a year of diligent work between
numerous twists and turns. In December,
HCT and the town’s Conservation
Commission, the project
was dealt a significant
blow when the
Commission was denied
a state grant of roughly
$400,000. The loss of
the grant had a domino
effect on funding and
triggered the forfeiture
of an additional
$200,000 in town
funding. Disappointed
but not deterred, HCT
negotiated a four month
extension with the
sellers and went back to
the drawing board to
develop a new strategy.
Horse Meadow Knoll's (red box) connection to adjacent protected areas (green)
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The Trust remembers Larry Finnegan

Donations Received in Honor of
HCT Founder, Larry Finnegan
The Harvard Conservation Trust
graciously thanks the donations made
in memory of Larry Finnegan, one of
the founders of the Trust who passed
away last November. Larry's vision
and commitment to protecting land
in Harvard had enormous impact and
resulted directly in the preservation
of some of Harvard's most precious
conservation and recreational land
assets. These donations were matched by
the Muller Conservation Collaborative
and are earmarked specifically for land
acquisition. We thank you!

Photo: Lisa Aciukewicz
Larry, and his wife Marie in the 2012 July 4th Parade

The Trust is sadly remembering the recent
passing of Harvard Conservation Trust
founding trustee Larry Finnegan. The Trust
was formed in 1973 by Larry, along with
Erhart Muller, Ed Squibb, Frank Coolidge
and Al Anderson. He worked tirelessly on
land projects for over 35 years. Many of
Harvard's most scenic and precious protected
parcels were saved through the direct efforts
of Larry. After serving as Trustee for many
years, Larry eventually earned the title of
Trustee Emeritus.
Larry's many contributions to the Town
of Harvard included serving on the
Conservation Commission, Selectmen, and
service on many boards and committees. His
myriad contributions were recognized by the
Town when he, along with other Trustees,
was designated as the town's Citizen Of
Note in 2012.
He long realized that protecting Harvard's
favorite places required diligence, keen
negotiating and patience. Larry was a master
of targeting parcels that connected with
others to form larger contiguous protected
areas. He worked quietly and discreetly with
landowners, and was patient for the right
moment to present itself. By developing
relationships with landowners, he managed
to close deals on woodlands, wetlands, and
viewpoints, protecting wildlife habitat, areas
for outdoor recreation, and natural resources.
Larry's legacy can be witnessed when passing
the former Watt Dairy Farm, which became
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part of Oxbow National Wildlife Refuge,
the expanded protected area around the
Town Beach, Bowers Springs, the rocky
outcropping and historic slate quarry of Pin
Hill, or the beautiful Barba land abutting
Bare Hill Pond, the undeveloped neck
opposite the Town Beach. Or the signature
project of Holy Hill, which would have
been part of a larger housing development,
destroying the hallowed outdoor Shaker
worship area. Larry, in collaboration with
Erhart Muller, another co-founder of the
Trust, moved quickly and negotiated the
Town's purchase of a large portion of the
historic lands from the developer.
"I had the opportunity to work with Larry
on several projects, including Watt Farm
and Barba. He had a wealth of knowledge
and was willing to share it patiently with
others. He inspired me and others of the
next generation to carry on the conservation
efforts that he and his fellow founders had
started." said Tom Cotton, a past president
of HCT.
To quote current HCT President Peter
Dorward: "Larry and his trust co-founders
were indeed visionaries. They realized that
Harvard is a special place, and that the
orchards, forests, fields, wetlands, and vistas
needed to be protected to keep it special."
They have inspired the current trustees
to continue pursuing Larry's vision of
protecting the special places in Harvard that
give it its unique character and soul.

Jennifer & James Adams, Oona Aldrich,
Audrey & John Ball, Duane & Susan
Barber, Carl Bindman, Rich & Barb
Bolstridge, William Boyd, Jr., Sharon
Briggs & Todd Lainhart, Robert & Ellen
Cagnina, Elisa Carfagnini, Tim Clark &
Ruth Silman, Richard & Phyllis Clawson,
Anne Coffey, Susan & Michael Cohen,
Al & Jennifer Combs, Peter & Mimi
Dorward, Mark & Hilary Finnegan,
Steve & Mary Finnegan, Tim & Shelia
First, Glen & Pam Frederick, John &
Marian Frothingham, Pamela Gjesteby,
Carol Greenough, Sue Grossman, &rea
Harrison, David & Regina Hazel,
Frank & Barbara Heim, Jim & Pamela
Henshaw, Debbie & William Hirsh,
Catherine Holl&, Herbert & Nancy
Holtz, Pete & Kathy Jackson, Anne &
Albert Kearney, Kathleen Keohane &
Howard Swartz, Jim & Karen Lee, Susan
& John Lee, S&ra Lefkovits, Jane Levison,
Darek Lorenz-Kruk, Christine Louis,
Arline Marteney, Maria Mendonca, Barry
& Karen Miller, Richard Shea for Nauset
Engineering, Steve Nigzus & George
Triantaris, Nils & Linda Nordberg, Ron
& Susan Ostberg, Kristin & Peter Reed,
Don & Elaine Ritchie, Claudia & Barry
Rodenstein, Stephen Rotondo, Royal Palm
Aluminum, Inc., Loren Shapiro, Linda &
Russell Shappy, Susan Tarrant, David &
Tanya Tellman, Leslie Shepherd, George
Watkins, Willie & Darrell Wickman,
Janet & David Woodsum
Larry Finnegan
(center), flanked
by Frank
Coolidge (left)
and Erhart
Muller (right)
at Mr Muller's
100th birthday
in 2010.

Tree-for-All 2017
Cercis candensis—Eastern Redbud
Eastern Redbud is usually
a small, deciduous tree
that can grow from 20 –
30 feet in height. Redbud
grows in woodlands in the
forest understory, rocky
ridges, along roadsides,
abandoned farmlands,
and forest fragments.
It enjoys tremendous
landscape value planted
as an individual specimen
or a grouping, and it can
work well in a border,
especially in woodland
and naturalized landscape
areas. Eastern Redbud is
one of the first trees to
bloom announcing the
end of winter.

The Harvard Conservation Trust (HCT)
hosted its first annual Tree-for-All
membership benefit program in 1981.
Since its inception, Tree-for-All enthusiasts
have selected a new, unusual, or otherwise
interesting tree or shrub to give to our
members and friends each spring. The
seedlings chosen have covered the gamut-from ornamental specimens such as
Fragrant Snowbell and Kousa Dogwood to
New England natives such as Tupelo and
Beach Plum.
In recent years, HCT has made efforts
to select native plants to encourage good
stewardship. Native plants are the perfect
choice for landowners striving to create
garden habitat for wildlife and to protect
the local biodiversity of natural areas.
This year’s selection, Cercis canadensis,
is commonly known as Eastern Redbud.
While Eastern Redbud is not native to
Massachusetts, it is native to the eastern
and south-central United States, southward
to Texas. Our hardy Redbud seedlings
hale from the Arbor Day Foundation in
Nebraska.

Flowers are reddish purple
in bud and open to a
rosy pink/purplish color
in March or April; they
spring from the twigs
and bark. Its leaves are
broad and heart –shaped.
The trees grow well in
soils of moderate to low fertility, and once
established, they are very drought resistant.
They can be planted in well-drained soil in
sun to partial shade.
Historically, several Native American tribes
used eastern redbud for medicinal purposes.
A tea made from the bark treated whooping
cough; cold infusions of the roots and
inner bark were used to treat fevers and
congestion. The tree is valued by wildlife;
many birds eat the seeds, and honeybees
visit the blossoms. White-tailed deer browse
the foliage.

Content compiled by Michèle Girard from
the following sources:
• Manual of Woody Landscape Plants, by
Michael A. Dirr
• https://gobotany.newenglandwild.org/

w w w. H a r v a r d C o n s e r v a t i o n Tr u s t . o r g

HCT Science Fair Winners

Please ”Like” facebook.com/
HarvardConservationTrust and keep on
top of what is happening with the Trust.
Events will be posted and updates on
land protection projects and more will
keep you connected.

Our land. Our Legacy.

In belonging to a landscape,
one feels a rightness, an
at-homeness, a knitting
of self and world. —Scott
Russell Sanders
• USDA, NRCS. 2017. The PLANTS
Database (http://plants.usda.gov, 9
April 2017). National Plant Data Team,
Greensboro, NC 27401-4901 USA.

Patrick J. Alexander, hosted by the USDANRCS PLANTS Database

The seedlings are a Harvard Conservation
Trust membership benefit and are also
available to non-members for $5.00 each
while supplies last.

Photo: Worth Robbins
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The Trust's
new
Facebook
Page!

The Trust hat makes its way to Valley
of Fire State Park in Nevada. Take a
photo of your HCT apparel in your favorite outdoor space, and add it to our Facebook page.
We love seeing HCT in beautiful places!

Page 4

HCT Associate Trustees Maureen Hopper and Abbe Alpert served as judges for the Middle
and High School Science Fair that was held in February. The Middle School prize winners
were Emily Douglas and Charlotte Foley for their project titled Purifying Polluted Water to
Make it Safe to Drink (pictured left).
There were two High School projects selected by the judges: Kevin Yu and Nikhil
Kommineni for their project titled The Efficiency of Carbon Trapping (pictured right), and
Angela Xing for her project titled Solar Energy. Congratulations to them!
continued from page 1
The four-month extension prevented
simply working with the Conservation
Commission to re-submit the grant, as
this timeline was too short for the annual
grant cycle. So HCT turned to the Sudbury
Valley Trustees (SVT), a non-profit regional
conservation organization founded in 1953.
As a like-minded group with a long and
successful history of protecting land and
natural resources, SVT was a natural fit
as a project partner. The rare habitat and
ecological value of the Horse Meadows
Knoll property was evident to SVT from the
start, and a joint site visit in March quickly
evolved into a formal partnership. SVT
has committed to raising over a quartermillion dollars towards the project cost
over the next 18 months. These funds will
go towards the purchase of a conservation
restriction that will ensure perpetual public
access rights, and towards the “start-up”
and management of Horse Meadows Knoll
as a public conservation area. HCT and
SVT are working cooperatively to develop a
management plan for the property that will
give SVT the right to steward the land as one
of its “reservations”, tapping their substantial
experience and capacity in managing 89
distinct properties, totaling over 4,800 acres,
across the 36 towns in the Sudbury-AssabetO u r L a n d , O u r L e g a c y.

Concord river basin. While not yet open
to the public, in time, the property will see
ecologically sensitive improvements that will
allow for safe and enjoyable public access,
such as a small parking area and bike rack,
way-finding and interpretive signs, and a trail
system.
The remainder of the funding gap created by
the unsuccessful state grant is being filled by
HCT tripling its financial commitment to
$350,000, thanks to the generous support of
our donors and matching funds bequeathed
to HCT by the late Erhart Muller, as
well as future proceeds from the sale of a
developable lot. Other financial assistance
for the project include a low interest loan
from The Conservation Fund, a national
conservation organization that assists smaller
land trusts in the protection of important
habitat and natural resources. The loan
will provide bridge financing and the time
necessary for additional fund raising and
the lot sale. The Merrimack Conservation
Partnership, a consortium of non-profit
conservation organizations led by the Society
for the Protection of New Hampshire
Forests, has also provided financial assistance
through its grant program to help offset legal
and transactional costs.

The Harvard
Conservation Trust
welcomes and thanks
our newest members!
Raja and Elizabeth Bala
Kelene Blumstein
Andrew and Maria Coleman
Patricia Dalconzo
Lawrence and Ilona DuBuske
Paul and Lisa Eisenberg
James Fox and Jo Ann L Dzink Fox
Amy Gehrig and Brent Howard
Thomas and Karen Gibbons
Carolyn and Paul Grant
Charles and Mary Grimm
Kathleen Hanson
Paul and Erica Holzmann
Joi and Mizuka Ito
Emerson Leme
Karen Levitt
Willaim Loehfelm and Karin Orr
Sam and Jenn Massoni
Stephen Mirarchi
Christian Minz
Ben and Eileen Myers
Andrea and Christopher O'Rourke-Friel
John and Suzan Osborn
Peter and Patricia Quinn
Andrew and Leslie Reed
Lucas Rogers
Erik Skulte and Nicole Schmidt
Beth and Jim Smith
Joseph and Mamie Spinelli
Elizabeth Starr
Alex Taylor and Katherine Dwyer
Ann Truett
Arleon S Waldron
Connie Wright
Become a member online at:
www.harvardconservationtrust.org/
membership.htm
Appreciating a commitment to
conservation . . . Won’t you join us?
We are grateful for the support and
encouragement from our members and
supporters and excited about the prospect
of a fully realized Horse Meadows Knoll
conservation area. Stay tuned for details
and information as the property progresses
towards a formal opening.
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